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Back	to	School	
Night,	a	yearly	

event	within	the	
Pottsville	Area	School	
District,	served	as	
an	opportunity	for	
parents	to	become	
acquainted	with	
teachers	who	will	
educate	their	children	
for	180	days.	Parents	
who	attended	event	
had	the	chance	
to	experience	a	
typical	day	of	school	
using	their	son’s	or	
daughter’s	schedule.	
	 John	S.	Clarke	held	
the	first	Back	to	School	
Night	September	10,	
followed	by	D.H.H.	
Lengel	September	14	
and	concluding	with	
Pottsville	Area	High	
School	September	15.
	 “I	believe	the	
parents	were	given	a	
wonderful	opportunity	
to	meet	all	of	their	
child’s	teachers	and	
[get]	a	snapshot	view	
of	courses	and	their	
requirements,”	Mrs.	
Jacqueline	Wapinsky,	
Pottsville	Area	High	
School	principal,	said.
	 This	yearly	event	
for	the	Pottsville	
Area	School	District	
introduced	parents	
and	teachers	to	one	
another	so	parents	
better	understood	
their	child’s	learning	
environment.		

congratulations to the 
following students 
who will be inducted 
into the Pottsville area 
high school National 
honor society. the 
special assembly will 
take place November 3, 
followed by a reception 
for family and friends of 
the scholars in the caf-
eteria. the scholars will 
be featured in the next 
issue of Wavelengths.

seNiOrs:
lucas Bricker
angel cicero
darby doyle 
hayley dunkel
ethan englert
taylor Gerchak
meghan hallick
dana horst 
anna lorence
Grace lorence
martin melochick iii
Gregory merrick 
marybeth rissinger
taylor ross
michael ryan
robert schappell
Joseph senawaitis
emily soubik
Jenna Williams 
Kristian Zanis

JuNiOrs:
Nicole Brackman
Brittany decolli
Brianna englert
taylor englert
charles evans
Kelsey holland
Jenna mickonis
Kendra muldowney
stephanie sweat
alexander Witkin
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	 “It’s	a	great	
opportunity	for	me	to	
connect	and	introduce	
myself	to	the	new	crop	
of	parents	joining	the	
school,”	Mr.	Michael	
Maley,	Pottsville	Area	
High	School	vice	
principal,	said.
	 The	faculty	and	
staff	at	all	Pottsville	
Area	School	District	
buildings	prepared	in	
various	ways	for	the	
event.		
	 “Before	the	evening	
began,	I	recruited	

members	of	the	
student	body	to	assist	
parents	that	needed	
help	and	stationed	
them	throughout	
the	building.	I	also	
prepared	a	welcome	
announcement	
that	the	parents	
listened	to	during	
their	homeroom.	
For	the	remainder	of	
the	evening,	I	was	
available	for	any	
questions	the	parents	
may	have	had,	”	Mrs.	
Wapinsky	said.	

	 Some	teachers	
throughout	the	three	
buildings	prepared	
information	sheets	
to	give	to	the	parents	
to	give	them	a	better	
understanding	of	what	
each	class	entailed.
	 	“I	pulled	together	
a	course	outline	and	
a	class	policy	sheet	I	
give	to	students,”	Mr.	
Lynn	Bodenberg,	high	
school	English	teacher,	
said.
	 Due	to	technology	
see leNGel pg. 7

PreseNt —  mrs. diane dunkle, a science teacher at the d.h.h. lengel middle school, demon-
strates the presentation she made to parents during Back to school Night, which was held sep-
tember 14. the evening gave teachers the opportunity to provide parents with information about 
what the class would cover and what classroom rules and expectations would be. “i prepared 
an outline agenda that i left on the board for students and parents to see,” mrs. dunkle said. 

Photo by Colleen brennan 
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Sophomores learn leadership skills at HOBY seminar

From May 20-
23, juniors Erin 

Meehan and Evan 
Rajchel attended the 
Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership seminar 
(HOBY). 
 The HOBY seminar 
was started in 1958 
to inspire America’s 
youth to live a life 
of leadership and 
community service. 
 “It is a once in a 
lifetime experience, 
having the chance 
to leave the area 
for a brief period 
of time and getting 
the opportunity to 
meet other kids with 
the same interests,” 
Meehan said. 
 Schools all over 
central Pennsylvania 
sent ambassadors to 
Millersville University 

to participate in this 
conference that taught 
teens to become 
better leaders through 
different activities. 
 “Learning to work 
with others from 
around the state, 
gaining new friends 
and building a team 
bond was a rewarding 
experience,” Rajchel 
said. “Moral building 
was a major part of the 
seminar experience.” 
 Students were 
selected to go to the 
conferences because 
they had shown 
potential and ability 
to lead others. Over 
9,000 students from all 
over the world attend 
HOBY programs on a 
yearly basis. 
 “I got the chance 
to listen to a keynote 
speaker, visit our 
state’s capital, 

participate in our 
version of a caucus 
meeting and partake 
in a legislative session 
in the Pennsylvania 
House Chamber,” 
Meehan said. 
 Beside attending 
meetings and hearing 
keynote  speakers, 
the two were able 
to  participate in 
community service 
projects in the 
Millersville area.
 For her community 
service, Meehan helped 
to clean up at the 
YWCA in Lancaster, 
while Rajchel collected 
and packaged food for 
the earthquake relief 
effort in Haiti. 
 “In addition to 
learning leadership, 
we learned about real 
world work ethics,” 
Rajchel said. 
 In all, the HOBY 

seminar provided 
an experience which 
benefited them greatly.
 “It is truly inspiring 
when you leave the 
seminar and you 
feel as if you can 
accomplish anything,” 
Meehan said. 
 Both Meehan and 

Photo by Kianna Fiscus

Lead — This past spring, juniors evan Rajchel and erin Mee-
han attended HOBY at Millersville University. “even now, the 
conference and what we learned is still an important part of 
my life,” Rajchel said. 

By: Kimberly Kroznuski
PAHS Sophomore

Rajchel encouraged 
sophomores of this 
school year to try out 
for HOBY.
 Current sophomores 
can get information 
about the HOBY 
and how to sign up 
from their guidance 
counselors.

Junior class achieves state aYP goal on 2010 PSSa

For the second 
consecutive year, the 

junior class achieved 
adequate proficiency on 
the PSSA exams.
 After the 2009 juniors 
improved 20.2% 
in math for a total 
proficiency of 56.2%, 
which was up from 
2008’s total of 36%, 
the juniors of 2010 
improved their score to  
59% in math and 76.6% 
in reading, securing 
the Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) goal for 
both reading and math.
 “I am very proud 
of the current senior 
class. They worked 
very hard during their 
junior year. I am excited 
to announce that 
59.6% of our students 

By: Joshua Kovich
PAHS Junior

scored advanced 
or proficient in 
math and 76.6% 
scored advanced or 
proficient in reading,” 
Mrs. Jacqueline 
Wapinsky, Pottsville 
Area High School 
principal, said.
 Each year, scores 
improved for 
numerous reasons. 
Classes like English 
11 were established 
to help students gain 
better test-taking 
abilities and also 
provided detailed 
explanations of topics 
that will appear on 
upcoming PSSA’s. 
 The web site known 
as Study Island was 
a valuable resource 
to both teachers and 
students. The web 
site allows pupils to 
take practice tests 

in subjects and topics 
of their choosing.  
Throughout the year, 
juniors take benchmark 
tests on Study Island. 
The results of the 
benchmarks showed 
teachers every 
student’s current score 
and which sections 
need improvements.
 The district has 
added  subject coaches 
for students who 
struggled with topic 
with topics that appear 
on the PSSA. The 
district math coach is 
Mr. Brian McMullin 
and the district reading 
coach is Mrs. Stephanie 
Ziegmont.
 “It is important to 
achieve the state’s goal 
because achieving the 
higher scores make our 
school look a lot better 
and helps us maintain 

our good reputation. I 
believe everyone has 
the potential to score at 
least proficient,” junior 
Kayla Liebel said.
 The Pottsville Area 
School District is 
looking to continue 
making AYP progress 
goals in the 2010-2011 

school year. 
 “I am very hopeful 
that our current juniors  
will step up this year 
and reach the AYP 
goals,” Mrs. Wapinsky 
said. “There is a lot of 
work that lies ahead, 
but I am confident [we 
will be ready.]”

Photo by Kianna Fiscus

STUdY — Before his english 11 class begins, sophomore Raeff 
dolbin reviews information in the PSSa work book. The topics 
covered in the work book ranged from point of view to under-
standing how to make inferences.
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dear Members of the Community,

Parent/teacher conferences bring 
parents into schooling

dr. James T. Gallagher
Superintendent

dr. James T. Gallagher

It is always a pleasure 
to take advantage 
of our student-
produced newsletter 
Wavelengths to 

welcome you to our 2010-2011 academic 
year. although we’ve been in session for 
only a few weeks, all of our buildings have 
already hosted their individual back-to-
school programs for parents, during which 
many remarked to me that it was fun for 
them to reminisce of their own school 
days and compare them to the much more 
technologically advanced programs that we 
offer their children.

as you already know, all three of our buildings 
operate on a nine-week marking period. all 
parents can expect their children’s report 
cards to be distributed on November 9, 2010. 
Then on November 10th in the Pottsville area 
High School or November 11th and November 
16th in the d.H.H. Lengel Middle School and 
on November 15th and November 18th at 
John S. Clarke, we will be conducting our 
customary parent/teacher sessions which 
will allow you a private conference with your 
children’s teachers. Information regarding 
each building’s conference times is listed in 
our school calendar, and additional procedures 
will be announced to you by each building 

principal.
These November evenings will provide 
additional time for parents to check the 
progress of their students after the first 
quarter of the year has been completed. 
Parents should keep in mind, however, that it 
is not necessary to wait until these scheduled 
conferences to contact a teacher when a 
potential academic problem exists. Faculty 
members are always available for private 
appointments and/or telephone conferences 
upon request.

I encourage all parents to take advantage of 
our parent/teacher conferences in November 
to get to know their child’s teacher in order 
to ensure their success throughout this 
year. Your active involvement in your child’s 
education can result only in his/her success.

With my best wishes for a profitable 
academic year for all of our students, I 
remain

Very Sincerely,
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PAHS junior takes a mission trip to Honduras

HOPE— Honduran children run to a water truck during a 
drought for their water supply. “This created a warm image 
that will be imprinted on my heart forever,” Berdanier said.

Photo Courtesy of Amber berdAnier

Due to a passion 
for helping others 

that developed at a 
young age, junior 
Amber Berdanier 
spent a week in 
Honduras, the second-
poorest country in the 
world. This week was  
a mission trip to lend 
a helping hand to the 
Honduran people. 
 “I had dreamed 
about this trip since I 
was a little girl and I 
was always inspired 
by how much the 
Honduran people 
appreciate any help 
people can offer,” 
Berdanier said.
 There were two 
groups who went into 
towns to fix homes 
and bridges and to 
hand out medicine. 
The second group, 
which  Berdanier 
was a part of, visited 
orphanages and girls’ 
homes. 
 “We visited a home 
frequently during 
the week called 
‘Mujeres’ which 
housed 12-18-year-old 
orphan and homeless 
girls who are in bad 
situations whether 
they be health or 
financial problems,” 
Berdanier said.
 The group did 
anything they could 
to help. They cleaned, 
brought food and 
drink for them, 
offered words to lift 
their spirits and even 
offered a shoulder to 
lean on.
 “We brought them 
things they had never 
had before such as 
milk and chocolate,” 
Berdanier said. “It was 
hard for me to grasp 
the concept that when 

we gave them milk, it 
was the first time they 
ever had it.”
 The group helped fix 
up an old government 
building set to become 
an orphanage by 
mopping, scrubbing 
and dusting, 
 “I was really 
surprised at their 
living conditions and 
how they tried to make 
money to stay alive,” 
Berdanier said. “They 
sold mangos on the 
streets and many girls 
resorted to selling 
themselves just to 
make enough to stay 
alive.”
 The value of a dollar 
in the U.S. is much 
greater than the value 
of Honduran currency. 
 “Five dollars to 
Americans is a fairly 
cheap amount, but 
it could be the total 
amount a Honduran 
makes in a year, if 
he even makes that,” 
Berdanier said.
 The Hondurans’ 
homes were in very 
poor condition and 
unsuited for living in.
 “Most of their 
houses were made 
of sheets of metal or 
plywood atop of dirt 
floors,” Berdanier said.
 The Hondurans 
whom the group 
helped were very 
appreciative of the 
donations.
 “They were so 
grateful for the littlest 
things such as water 
or snacks. They would 
share a single bottle of 
water between all of 
them,” Berdanier said.
 The visits the group 
made to the homes 
was a treat for the girls 
and mission workers 
alike.
 “I pitied the kids; 

they would get so 
excited when they 
would see us coming 
that they would crowd 
the vehicles we were 
in. But they don’t need 
pity; they need help,” 
Berdanier said.
 Berdanier was 
especially touched 
by the section of the 
orphanage devoted 
to babies and special 
needs children.
 “They all wanted to 
be held constantly,” 
she said. “It seemed 
like they had serious 
abandonment issues 
from their past.”
 Berdanier met a 
young girl with whom 
she still has a very 
strong connection. 
She is planning on 
sending necessities 
and clothing for her in 
the near future.
 “With the little 
Spanish I could speak, 
I was able to have 
conversations with 
her,” she said. “We 
played soccer together 
and we developed 
such a strong 
connection in the little 
amount of time I spent 
with her.”
 The group 
participated in many 

activities with the 
children to help lift 
their spirits.
 “We sang songs 
with them and 
gave them words of 
encouragement that 
things will get better,” 
Berdanier said.
 While at the airport 
in Honduras to catch 
their flight back 
home, Berdanier and 
the rest of the group 
met the president of 
Honduras.
 “It was an amazing 
honor to meet their 
president. He told 
us thank you for 
bringing the light to 
his people,” Berdanier 
said.
 Berdanier took 
away with her many 
life lessons and 
wisdom from the 
experience. She plans 
on returning next 
summer.
 “I learned the true 
value of what it’s like 
to have all the things 
I have that I took for 
granted before the 
trip,” she said. “It was 
a moving experience 
that changed my look 
at things and it has 
changed my life for 
the better.” 

By: Lauren Blum
PAHS Junior

I learned the 
true value of 
what it’s like 

to have all the 
things I have 

that I took 
for granted 
before the 

trip,” Berdanier 
said. “It was 

a moving 
experience that 

changed the 
way I look at 
things and it 
has changed 

my life for the 
better.

  

“

”
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By: Cassandra Rozetar  
    and Lauren Brilla

PAHS Juniors

PAHS juniors attend Pennsylvania Free Enterprise Week

In an attempt to 
capture the attention 

of an audience of 
sophomores and 
juniors in the Pottsville 
Area High School 
auditorium, Mr. 
Frank Kennedy, a 
representative from 
the Pennsylvania 
Free Enterprise, used 
dozens of magical 
illusions. All the while 
he was describing 
the Pennsylvania 
Free Enterprise Week 
(PFEW) which they 
would have the chance 
to attend. 
 Juniors Angelina 
Bardell and Evan 
Rajchel dedicated a 
week of their summer 
vacation to attend the 

enterprise system. The 
Foundation for Free 
Enterprise Education’s 
web site described 
the importance of 
Pennsylvania Free 
Enterprise Week. 
“If Pennsylvania 
businesses are to 
remain competitive, 
it is crucial that our 
future workforce have 
an understanding and 
appreciation for the 
challenges facing the 
business community.”
 “PFEW is a week 
long camp that 
explains and involves 
the aspects of running 
a business while 
meeting new people,” 
Bardell said.
 D. G. Yuengling & 
Son Inc. sponsored 
students, including 
Bardell’s and Rajchel’s 

Pennsylvania Free 
Enterprise Week. 
Bardell attended 
PFEW at Penn College 
in Williamsport 
from July 25 - 31. 
Rajchel’s program took 
place July 11 - 17 at 
Lycoming College in 
Williamsport. 
 “My favorite part 
of Pennsylvania Free 
Enterprise Week was 
experiencing the 
college campus life 
and getting to know 
my roommates and 
the people in my 
company,” Bardell 
said. 
 The program’s 
goal was to create an 
educational experience 
where Pennsylvania 
sophomores and 
juniors learned 
about the private 

 LEARN — During the summer, juniors Evan Rajchel and Ange-
lina Bardell attended the annual Pennsylvania Free Enterprise 
Week. Throughout the week, the two learned how to create and 
manage a successful business.

Photo by KiAnnA fisCus

attendance of PFEW. 
The company has been 
a continual sponsor for 
the program, making 
it possible for local 
students to attend for 
several years.

 Bardell and Rajchel 
agree they learned 
many useful skills 
during the week.
 “My experience 
will give me a better 
future,” Bardell said. 

Fourth grade students collect items for the SPCA
who were unable to care 
for themselves. The kids 
were more than glad to 
extend a helping hand 
to this cause. 
 “I found out that you 
can help the animals 
and if you don’t 
they might not live,” 
fourth grader Payton 
Renninger said. 
 The students collected 
supplies and money 
until October 15. By 
placing large, cardboard 
boxes outside all the 
fourth grade rooms and 
explaining the need 
for help to their fellow 
classmates, they got the 
support of the other 
students as well. They 
asked for products like 
animal feed, blankets, 
toys and paper towels. 
These supplies were 
delivered to the shelter 
over the course of two 
drop-offs. 

 “The first 
deliveries, we were 
able to give almost 
12 full boxes,” Mrs. 
Heather McDonald, 
fourth grade learning 
support teacher, said. 
 Some students 
were able to be 
further involved in 
the SPCA. While 
most students have 
little contact with 
these animals outside 
this event, one helps 
on a regular basis.
 “My aunt works 
there and I help her 
walk [the pets,]” 
fourth grader Taya 
Stevenosky said. 
 Aside from simply 
sending provisions to 
Hillside, the students 
met an employee who 
brought in animals and 
explained how the kids 
work may have saved 
these creatures. 

 “I learned that 
giving pets food could 
make them healthy 
again,” fourth grader 
Mitchell Holley said. 
 Mrs. Albert’s class 
has made a difference 

By: Samantha Weiss

to this shelter and the 
animals in it. Through 
this and similar 
projects the students 
learned that they 
can make a positive 
change in their area. 

GATHER — Taking part in John S. Clarke’s fundraiser benefiting 
the Hillside SPCA, fourth graders Nick Seddan, Jacob Roos, 
Rachael Lenker and Victoria Haas count the items that have been 
donated so far. As one of the total 10 collection boxes, the fourth 
grade classes plan to make two large donations.

Photo by Colleen brennAn

PAHS Junior

Where can one 
find 222 cats, 

dogs and even 
rabbits? If one 
answered the Hillside 
SPCA, he would be 
correct. 
 Mrs. Donna 
Albert’s fourth grade 
class at John S. Clarke 
learned that the 
animals harbored 
at this no-kill 
shelter in Pottsville 
needed supplies and 
volunteers to help 
keep the animals safe 
and healthy. 
 “I learned that you 
can help them a lot, 
if you work hard,” 
fourth grader Alexis 
Dawkins said. 
 They undertook 
this event to provide 
aid for these animals 

  



Wavelengths6 OctOber 2010

By: Joshua Kovich

PAHS Junior

JSC introduces new reading program and memory book

T he John S. Clarke          
Elementary Center 

introduced new 
programs th is year 
aimed at improving 
handwriting, reading 
and spelling skills for 
kindergartners, first 
graders and second 
graders. Along with 
this system, the 
elementary center is 
planning a memory 
book for all students.
 The reading and 
writing program, 
“Superkids,” was a 
reading series that 
was purchased to 
replace the former 
reading series after 
representatives from 
“Superkids” gave 
a presentation that 

current kindergarten 
class will have 
expanded reading 
abilities by the third 
grade because of this 
program,” Dr. Zwiebel 
said.
 In addition to 
“Superkids,” J.S.C 
began creating a 
“memory book” for 
students that will 
feature every class 
and have photos of 
activities throughout 
the year.
 “We are planning to 
have a 56-page book 
that will display each 
classroom’s students 
on a page as well as 
every member of the 
faculty. This is a new 
experience for us,” 
Mrs. Kim Steigerwalt 
said.
 The memory book 

convinced teachers to 
use the program.
 “The ‘Superkids’ 
program provides 
students with top-
notch novels that 
have strong stories 
and characters that 
students remember. 
It’s great when the 
students talk about the 
characters they meet in 
the stories with detail,” 
Dr. Jeffrey Zwiebel, 
J.S.C principal, said.
 Started by Pleasant 
Rowland 40 years 
ago, the “Superkids” 
program met great 
success from the start.
 At J.S.C, teachers 
approved of the 
program and are 
in contact with 
reading coaches from 
“Superkids.’
 “We are hoping the 

READ —As part of the superkids program, Mrs. Judith Trout 
reads a book, provided from the program, to her kindergarten 
class.

Photo by Colleen brennan

PAHS clubs work to make a difference in the area

SUPPORT— To help the Aletheia Club raise breast cancer 
awarness, seniors Kelsey Yager and Kelly Derbes buy a pink 
bracelet from junior Tessa Zawada , the event took place during 
the club sponsered “pink out” on October 13.

Photo by Kianna FisCus

Whether it’s 
collecting 

school supplies for 
underprivileged 
children, staffing 
the soup kitchen, 
sponsoring a child or 
lending a hand at a 
fund raiser, Pottsville 
Area High School’s 
Aletheia and Key 
Clubs are working to 
better the community. 
Each club has 
participated in several 
events already that 
involved the students 
in the surrounding 
community in a 
positive way. 
 “This year we 
definitely wanted to 
do more community 
service. We started out 
slow last year,” Mrs. 
Amy Babcock, Key 
Club adviser, said. 

“We helped a lot at 
the elementary school, 
but not much in the 
outside community.”
 As an extension of 
the Kiwanis Club, the 
goal of Key Club was 
to prompt students to 
do service work, by 
offering opportunities 
for them to help out 
at charity events and 
local fund raisers. The 
group’s October event 
consisted of helping 
at the Espn Murphy 
fund raiser, working 
at the Pottsville Soup 
Kitchen, acting in 
Haunted Trail and 
chairing games at 
John S. Clarke’s first 
PRIDE Program.
 “It makes the kids 
feel as though they are 
in the Big Brother, Big 
Sister Program [when 
the high school kids 
visit] here. I think it is 

really important that 
they came down to the 
school for both groups 
involved,” Dr. Jeffery 
Zwiebel, JSC principal, 
said. 
 The projects that 
the clubs participated 
in were provided 
by different school- 
related and off-campus 
organizations that 
needed student 
assistance. Unlike the 
monthly soup kitchen 
and annual Haunted 
Trail involvement, the 
fund raiser for Murphy 
and the PRIDE field 
day were  time first 
affairs. 
 Murphy’s family 
held the fund raiser 
to help defer medical 
costs. Students outside 
these clubs also made 
an appearance at the 
event, to support the 
family. 

 PRIDE, which 
stands for Preparation, 
Respect Others, 
Inside Voices, Do 
What Adults Ask and 
Excellence is the new 
positive discipline 
program at the 
elementary school. 

The Key Club officers 
assisted the teachers 
and administrators 
with the field day 
games that celebrated 
the new routine. 
 “All that work 

By: Joshua Kovich

PAHS Junior

is to be produced by 
Jostens and, with help 
from the PTO, is to be 
distributed to every 
JSC student free of 
charge.
 “I’d like to see a 

miniature version 
of the high school 
yearbook that will 
provide our students 
with journalism 
skills,” Dr. Zwiebel 
said.

SEE CLUBS p.7
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Lengel class system changes to benefit students
and Polyvision 
Boards, many 
teachers changed 
their  presentation 
from  previous 
years,projecting Power 
Points for the parents, 
instead of their 
traditional methods.
 “I have a 
SmartBoard so it has 
really changed what 
I do,” Mrs. Beverely 
Dillow, first grade 
teacher, said regarding 
the technology 
advancement at JSC. 
 Parents attended the 
function in an attempt 
to learn what their 
children experience 
on a day to day basis. 
At the high school, 
parents were given 
their child’s exact 

classes by having a 
more personalized 
schedule.  
 “I think it was 
better to have both 

systems because the 
5th graders are self-
contained and the 6th 

schedule and were 
asked to go to their 
scheduled classes to 
experience a day in the 
life of their child.  
 At the middle 
school, 7th and 8th 
grade parents were 
given a new kind of 
schedule.
 The middle school 
has a new class system, 
in which 7th and 8th 
grade students now 
have a unique and 
personal schedule 
unlike any other 
student. 
 In previous years, 
students at Lengel 
were confined to one 
section for their entire 
class day. This year 
the students have 
experienced a change 
in their day to day 

graders are still getting 
used to switching 
classes.  The 7th and 
8th graders are better 
able to handle the 
new system,” Mrs.
Tiffany Reedy, Lengel 
principal, said.
 Improvements were 
seen throughout the 
middle school.  
 “Having classes this 
way has made huge 
leaps of improvement 
for the kids. You can 
group people who 
know the material very 
well and group others 
differently who might 
be struggling,” Miss 
Lisa M. Doyle, eighth 
grade science teacher, 
said.
 The faculty and staff 
at Lengel hope the 
new class changes will 

Clubs efforts better the community
for this type of club,” 
Mrs. Rachael Kubick, 
Aletheia Club adviser, 
said. 
 Key Club does the 
same kind of work 
without incorporating 
the member’s belief 
backgrounds. 
 The Aletheia 
Club, the non-
denominational 
Christian Club, 
attempted to reach 
out to students and 
expressed the morals 
the group promoted. 
 In September and 
October it hosted “See 
You at the Pole,” a 
national prayer service 
centered on the flag 
pole, and “Turn the 
School Pink for a Day,” 
a fund raiser to raise 
money and awareness 
for breast cancer 
research. 
 Both of these 
events required the 

cooperation of almost 
40 students and 
multiple teachers.
 “Since Aletheia 
Club’s core values 
are based in 
Christian morals, it 
is important to show 
the community what 
we are about,” Mrs. 
Kubick said. 
 Students and teachers 
seemed to enjoy the 
events, both of which 
they hoped to be able 
to repeat in the near 
future. 
 “Both of the club’s 
events made a huge 
difference to the 
students involved and 
those who benefitted 
from the work,” Weiss 
said. 
 Despite the different 
platforms, both 
clubs reached out 
to the surrounding 
neighborhoods to help. 
These two clubs will 

be beneficial  to the 
student body by giving 
them an idea of what 
class scheduling at the 
high school level will 
be like.
 “Mr. [Rusty] Yost 
[Lengel vice principal] 
and I wanted to offer 
more accelerated 
courses rather than just 
having one accelerated 
section which would 
be accelerated for all 
subjects,” Mrs. Reedy 
said. “The new class 
system is providing 
the middle school 
with fewer discipline 
problems because of  
the fact that students 
are not with the same 
classmates for the 
entire day. It is a good 
first step in the right 
direction.”

 
“Having classes this     

    way has made 
huge leaps of 
improvement 

for the kids. You can 
group people who 
know the material 

very well 
and group others 
differently who 

might be 
struggling.”

 — Lisa M. Doyle

that the clubs do is 
amazing,” junior 
Samantha Weiss, 
Aletheia and Key 
Club member, said. “I 
have seen a dramatic 
difference in the school 
as more students join 
the clubs to help make 
our area a better place 
to live for everyone.” 
 Together the clubs 
include nearly 70 
students who worked 
to increase awareness 
about community 
service and provide 
aid to those who need 
it most. What makes 
the clubs different 
is their platform. 
Aletheia provided the 
students the ability to 
express their religious 
foundation.  
 “The growth of this 
club shows that there 
is a need and a want 

(Continued from p. 1)

(Continued from p. 6)

continue to work in the 
community in hopes 
of teaching students 
and adults alike that 
everything can of help. 
 “I think high school 
is often a bubble and 
you don’t always get 
a taste of the outside 
world. The work we 

do helps [the kids] to 
know they can be a 
solution and a positive 
influence for others,” 
Mrs. Babcock said. 
“They may think ‘I’m 
just a kid, what can I 
do?’ These clubs show 
them that they can 
help.”

ANNOUNCE — During a meeting held in homeroom, Mrs. Amy 
Babock, Key Club adviser, discusses the agenda of upcoming 
events. The group took part in many fund raisers and com-
munity service events during Octiber. 

Photo by Kianna FisCus
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• John S. clarke elementary 
School:  621-2947
• D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School:   621-2924
• Pottsville Area High 
School:   621-2962
• Academic center:  
621-2900

November 
3 — PAHS National 
Honor Society 
Induction ceremony
6 — SAT at Blue Mt. 
HS
9 — Report Card 
Distribution—All 
Schools
10 — PAHS Parent/
Teacher Conferences 
6-8 p.m.
11 & 16 — Lengel 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 6-8 p.m.
15 & 18 — JSC 
Parent/Teacher 
Conferences 6-8 p.m.
25–29 — Thanksgiving 
Recess—All schools 
Closed  

December
2— PAHS Financial 
Aid Night 7 p.m.
4 — SAT at PAHS
5 — PAHS Drama 
Club Winter Review 
2 P.M.
9 — PAHS 
Associated Choirs 
Christmas Concert 
7:30 p.m.
11 — PAHS 
Christmas Prom
15 — Lengel Choral 
Concert at PAHS 7 
p.m.
22 — PAHS Holiday 
Band Concert - PAHS 
and Lengel Bands 
7:30 p.m.
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